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ARTICLE V. - NOISE

Footnotes:
--- (3) ---
Editor's note— Ord. No. 14-28, § 4, adopted Nov. 4, 2014, renumbered Art. II as Art. V; thereby also renumbering the
sections of said article. In order to maintain the current numbering system, at the discretion of the editor, former §§ 17-21—
17-24 are redesignated as §§ 17-71—17-74.

Sec. 17-71. - Definitions.

As used in this article the following terms, words and phrases and their derivations shall have the

meanings given below. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the

future, and words in the singular include the plural. The word "shall" is always mandatory.

County shall mean Bay County, Florida and its board of county commissioners.

dBA shall mean the composite abbreviation for the A-weighted sound level and the unit of sound level,

the decibel.

Noise shall mean any sounds or vibrations which annoy or disturb humans or cause or tend to cause

adverse psychological effects on humans, and which may be harmful or injurious to the health or welfare of

a reasonable person with normal sensibilities or unreasonably interfere with the normal conduct of life, use

of property, or outdoor recreation. "Noise" shall include any sounds or vibrations produced by a motor

vehicle sound system, "boom box" sound systems, musical instruments of any type, and sound amplification

systems of any type.

Noise nuisance shall mean acts or omissions [emissions] which violate public rights, subvert public order,

or cause inconvenience or damage to the property of others or to the public generally, by causing, allowing,

permitting or continuing "noise" or by causing, allowing permitting or continuing "sound levels" above the

decibel limits in this article.

Property line shall mean the imaginary line, including its vertical extension, that separates one parcel of

real property upon which noise is produced from another, or the vertical and horizontal boundaries of one

unit in a multi-unit building or buildings in which noise is produced.

Sheriff's deputies shall mean sworn law enforcement officers employed by the Bay County Sheriff.

Sound level shall mean the weighted sound pressure level measured with fast response using an

instrument complying with the specifications for sound level meters of the American National Standards

Institute, Inc. (ANSI).

Zoned shall mean the appropriate zoning category under the Bay County Development Regulations.
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(Ord. No. 06-11, § 2, 1-17-06; Ord. No. 14-28, § 4, 11-4-14)

Sec. 17-72. - Noise nuisances prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for the owner of a parcel of real property or of a unit or units in a multi-unit

building or buildings to cause, allow, permit or to continue a noise nuisance on said parcel or in

said unit or units, or for any individual to cause a noise nuisance at any location.

It shall be unlawful for the owner of a parcel or real property or of a unit or units in a multi-unit

building or buildings, or for any person to cause on public streets or on any parcel, sound levels,

as measured at neighboring property lines, which exceed:

In receptor areas zoned residential and conservation:

60 dBA between 7:00 a.m. and 9:59 p.m.

55 dBA between 10:00 p.m. and 6:59 a.m.

In receptor areas zoned seasonal resorts, commercial and public/institutional:

70 dBA between 7:00 a.m. and 9:59 p.m.

65 dBA between 10:00 p.m. and 6:59 a.m.

In receptor areas zoned agricultural or industrial, 75, dBA at all times.

It shall be unlawful to allow or to cause a noise nuisance to be produced, whether measured or

not, at any time, in any zoning category.

Self-contained, portable, hand-held sound production devices, including but not limited to devices

such as boom boxes, radios, stereos, or any similar device shall not be operated on a public space

or public right-of-way in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet in any

direction from the operator between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Between the hours of

10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., sound from such equipment shall not be plainly audible by any person

other than the operator. For the purpose of this article, the term "sound production device" shall

mean any device whose primary function is the production of sound, including, but not limited to

any musical instrument, loudspeaker, radio, television, digital or analog music player, public

address system or sound-amplifying equipment, and the term "plainly audible" shall mean any

sound that can be detected by a person using his or her unaided hearing faculties. As an example,

if the sound source under investigation is a portable personal vehicular sound amplification or

reproduction device, the detection of the rhythmic bass component of the music is sufficient to

verify plainly audible sound. The enforcing agent need not determine or be able to discern the

title, specific words, or the artist performing the song. Nothing in this subsection is intended to

apply to an unamplified sound production device while used in conjunction with on-going

religious services.
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Personal or commercial vehicular sound production devices, including but not limited to vehicles referred

to as "broadcast vehicles" or boom cars, shall not be operated in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a

distance of 50 feet in any direction from the equipment between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. such equipment shall not be operated in such a manner

that it is plainly audible at a distance of 25 feet in any direction.

Sound production devices shall not be operated in such a manner that they are plainly audible at

a distance of 200 feet from the building, structure or vehicle in which they are located. Noise

which crosses a real property line and is plainly audible within an enclosed residential structure

(with all windows, doors and other openings secured) between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00

a.m. is prohibited.

Violation of performance standards found in the Bay County Land Development Regulations (e.g.,

section 608.3.a and section 805.1) shall be deemed to be a noise nuisance.

Between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., impulsive sound shall not equal or exceed 80dBA. Between

10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., impulsive sound which occurs less than four times in any hour shall not

equal or exceed 80n decibels. Impulsive sound which repeats four or more times in any hour shall

meet the requirements of subsection (b) above. An impulsive sound means either a single

pressure peak or a single burst (multiple pressure peaks) that has a duration of less than one

second.

The following activities are exempt from the above sound level and noise prohibitions:

Operating trash collection vehicles:

In areas zoned residential, seasonal resort and agricultural, from 5:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.;

In areas zoned commercial, industrial or public/institutional from 3:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Constructing, repairing or demolishing buildings or structures or driving pilings:

In areas zoned residential or seasonal resort, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., except at no

times on Sundays;

In areas zoned commercial, industrial, agricultural or public/institutional from 6:00 a.m. to

7:00 p.m.

Operating domestic power tools and equipment, from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. in all zoning

areas;

Operating nonemergency signaling devices and church bells, from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in

all zoning areas;

Operating heavy equipment and farm machinery:

From 3:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in areas zoned agricultural;

From 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. in areas zoned industrial;
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From 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. in areas zoned residential, seasonal resort, commercial, and

public/institutional.

Conducting routine road and utility operations, repairs and maintenance from 6:30 a.m. to

7:00 p.m., in all zoning areas;

Conducting sporting and cultural events, from 6:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., in all zoning areas; and

Playing and reproducing music and conducting entertainment events, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00

p.m., in areas zoned seasonal resort, except as provided in subsections (d) and (e) above.

Operating emergency signal equipment, conducting emergency road and utility repairs and

maintenance, constructing roads or utilities when major road closure is required, and operating

railway equipment are exempt from the above sound level and noise prohibitions, in all zoning

areas, at all times.

(Ord. No. 06-11, § 4, 1-17-06; Ord. No. 14-28, § 4, 11-4-14; Ord. No. 22-13 , § 2, 5-3-22; Ord. No. 22-16 , § 2, 5-

17-22)

Sec. 17-73. - Civil penalty and criminal enforcement.

This section governs the initiation of enforcement actions, the issuance of citations or

summons for violations of this article, and the imposition of penalties for violations of this

article.

If a person violates any provision of this article, or an order issued pursuant thereto, the Bay

County Sheriff may issue a citation or summons, to prohibit and prevent such violation or

violation, in which event the matter shall proceed as a summary matter in a court of

competent jurisdiction.

Any person violating any provision of this article may be punished as follows:

First offense: By a fine of $500.00.

Second offense or two or more violations occurring within any six-month period:

Misdemeanor of the second degree punishable by a fine of no more than $1,000.00 or a

sentence of not more than 60 days in jail, or both.

Any motor vehicle found to be in violation of section l7-72(e) of this article may be subject

to towing and impoundment. If the vehicle is redeemed from the impound within 24

hours, the redemption fee shall be $75.00, which is not inclusive of the fine.

Each day that a nuisance noise exists shall constitute a separate violation of this article.

Any claims for a civil penalty may be compromised and settled based upon the following

factors:

Mitigating or other extenuating circumstances;

The timely implementation by the violator of measures which lead to compliance;

https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
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The conduct of the violator; and

The compliance history of the violator.

A person who does not contest a civil penalty associated with a violation of section 17-72(e) shall be

eligible for a 50 percent discount of that penalty, if paid to the city clerk within 20 days of the date of

issuance of order or citation requiring such civil penalty.

The owner of the property, or any person lawfully entitled to possess the property or manage

a business premises from which the offending sound is emitted at the time the offending

sound is emitted shall be jointly and severally liable for compliance with this article even if not

present upon or in the property and each shall be punished for its violation as shall the

person or persons actually causing such sound. It shall not be a lawful defense to assert that

some other person caused the sound. The lawful possessor, manager or operator in or on the

property shall be responsible for operating or maintaining the property in compliance with

this article, and arrest and penalties shall be applied to such person or persons as well as to

the person or persons actually causing the sound.

Any owner, lessee, agent, supervisor, or other person in charge of operating, ordering,

directing or allowing the operation or maintenance of any device or machine creating a

nuisance noise as prohibited in this article, shall be deemed guilty of violating this article.

Nothing in this section limits the authority of the county to seek injunctive relief against noise

nuisances or limits the authority of the Bay County Code Enforcement Board.

(Ord. No. 06-11, § 5, 1-17-06; Ord. No. 14-28, § 4, 11-4-14; Ord. No. 22-13 , § 3, 5-3-22)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 22-13 , § 3, adopted May 3, 2022, amended § 22-13 and in doing so changed the

title of said section from "Enforcement" to "Civil penalty and criminal enforcement," as set out herein.

Sec. 17-74. - Territorial effect.

This article shall be effective in all areas of unincorporated Bay County.

(Ord. No. 06-11, § 6, 1-17-06; Ord. No. 14-28, § 4, 11-4-14)
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